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The United States Intervention
As a super power, the United States has been involved in intervention throughout history. The continuous evolution of foreign policies has triggered much interest into the Latin American countries within the America (Zinn 30). This factor gives the realization that the country has not only been a part of the Caribbean nations but also a significant influence to them. Through the Monroe doctrine of 1823, the United States sought to oppose the prevalent European colonialism on the Americas (Zinn 68). The policy aimed at allowing America to expand its economic spheres and manage activities without any forms of distraction. Throughout history, the country has been involved in the domestic affairs of the Latin American countries for both political and economic reasons (Spykman 42). The practice triggers different types of responses depending on the policies utilized during the course. This paper explores the lingering impacts of the United States intervention using various aspects.
The intervention of America in Latin American countries during the cold war was justified through economic factors. The super power commenced plans to fully control and manage the countries after realizing the danger of European encroachment (Spykman 44). By partnering with Britain, America created the Monroe doctrine which forbade any further interference and encroachment by European colonies. The nation justified its intervention because it had a primary aim of developing and retaining it economic spheres of influence (Spykman 48). By doing so, there would be much gain in terms of the American economy. Through the doctrine, the United States affirmed to the other powers that it had a primary role in shaping the current affairs of the Western hemisphere (Zinn 63). Consequently, the United States clearly defined its position and forbade other powers from interfering with the activities that were conducted at the time.
America justified its intervention in the Latin countries through political factors. The nation’s victory in the Mexican-American war of 1848 led to the expansion of territories up to the Pacific Ocean (Zinn 35). The move accompanied the discovery of gold in Carlifornia.Due to this realization; America changed its negative attitude towards Isthmus. A dynamic change was realized because the discovery would provide a direct route for transporting military equipment (Spykman 66). The practice presented a very high strategic importance. Due to these aspects, the interest of the United States in Central America developed significantly. The onset of the 21st century led to an increased involvement in the domestic and political issues of Central America (Zinn 56). The practice was evident because America experienced an increasing need to control and secure political and social interests. Through the factors, the country explained and justified its intervention in the affairs of Central America.
The resulting long-term ramification from the intervention of the United States in Latin American countries entails the creation of strict foreign policies regarding immigration. Despite being America’s top most supplier of oil, the Latin countries have remained a primary menace in the increasing cases of immigrants in the United States (Babb, Sarah & Alexander 30). Due to the practice, the country developed a new foreign policy that banned citizens of 8 nations from moving and settling into the United States. The privileges that were previously given to refugees and temporary protection to nationals of Haiti were scrapped off (Babb, Sarah & Alexander 33). Through the intervention of the United States, there is the realization that most of the nations were negatively affected. The unending fight on narcotics from the Caribbean countries has led to the development of strict policies that attempt to address the menace entirely. Individuals have felt the impact of the decision for a prolonged period.
America’s decision making was adversely affected by the rise of Cuba’s Fidel Castro to power in 1959.For over a decade; Castro established a trade embargo that affected trade relations with the United States negatively. The decision impacted America economically since the country was prevented from engaging in free trade with Cuba (Boucher 39). Castro had quickly changed into a communist dictator during his presidential reign. Essentially, trading activities often lead to economic progress. Having working relationships with foreign countries allows nations to develop as they benefit economically from lucrative trade (Boucher 40). The failure to prevent Castro’s rise to power led to the suffering an increased suffering since the embargo impacted America directly. Being the president at the time, Castro was emphatic on eradicating racism and increasing literacy in Cuba. Through the move, a threat was posed to the United States which influenced the domestic and economic affairs of the nation.Throghout the tenure of Castro, the trade embargo affected the United States adversely.
Aspects of neocolonialism and liberalism factored into the decisions taken by the United States through given ways. Elements of neocolonialism were evident during the cold war when the United States made choices to effectively control and influence the Latin countries for economic gain (Boucher 38). Through neocolonialism; a super power ensured that cultural, political and economic factors were effectively utilized to control dependencies entirely. The practice was so intense in that it left colonies with no other choices other than to comply with the superior powers. Liberalism affected the process of decision making through elements of liberty and freedom from colonial rule in Hispanic America (Boucher 40). The attainment of independence from Spanish colonies at the time led to an increasing need for liberalism within the countries. Consequently, individuals realized that America opted to maintain the liberty of some of the Latin countries by creating a policy that restricted European interference.
As an economic ideology, neoliberalism has factored into the decision making process of the United States and other countries through various methods. The ideology strongly advocates for the elimination of barriers to trade such as tariffs and restrictive legislations that prevent free trade (Babb, Sarah & Alexander 18). By doing so, international cooperation is created to benefit all the nations that create and develop such partnerships. The rise of debts In Latin American countries has triggered the creation of multi-national corporations and trade partnerships to address the challenges faced. Therefore, as the intervention of the United States takes place in such countries, Latin nations develop partnerships for the best outcomes (Babb, Sarah & Alexander 20). It is essential to state that Cuba also developed trade relations recently despite the embargo that had been placed. Through such approaches, aspects of neoliberalism are embraced by nations. Such activities accommodate and benefit countries in significant ways. Better economic outcomes are achieved. 

The intervention of the United States has shaped Latin America to what it is today through progress and cooperation. Through America’s participation in the affairs of the country, there is the realization that progress has been influenced. International cooperation has led to the creation of multinational organizations that aim at the eradication of poverty and clearance of debts (Spykman 60). Through the grants given by the country, better outcomes are realized. Additionally, cooperating with foreign nations strengthens countries politically in cases where they face a crisis. Despite this intervention, a challenge is presented through discriminative foreign policies. The involvement of America in Central America has led to the development of oppressive legislations which harm Central Americans (Spykman 70). The ‘zero tolerance policy’ has increased resistance among Latin Americans as most have condemned the practice. They respond negatively to the intervention since many feel oppressed through the policy.
The intervention of the United States in Latin America presents both advantages and disadvantages with given justifications. The United States justified its intervention through both economic and political factors. Economic factors were inclined to the protection of economic spheres of influence and the control of trade. Political justifications were centered on securing and protecting political and social interests. Long-term ramifications comprise of strict foreign policies on immigration and a trade embargo lasting a decade from Cuba. The nature of decisions is directly influenced through neocolonialism, liberalism and neoliberalism. America’s intervention has shaped Latin America to what it is through international cooperation. However, Latin Americans resist some activities due to oppressive policies. 
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